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From

the

Editor

Dear Readers,
I have to first say thank you to everyone who has
been rocking with STRAWBERRY-LIT for the past
four years. We are here with our SUMMER issue
which is our 3rd issue of the year. We are bouncing
back all 2020.
We have some very interesting articles in this
issue, and we are introducing some new authors
in the process.
We have teamed up with some amazing people in
the publishing industry as they share their stories of inspiration
and determination. Meet Natasha Williams, Colleen Williams, Deborah
Cofer, & Pastor Aleechea Pitts.
The year started off kind of rocky with the COVID-19 pandemic, but that
doesn’t mean you can’t be productive during this time. Take time to reflect and come back strong. Be on the lookout this SUMMER for virtual
book tours, virtual book launches, and more. During this time of year, get
creative as you find new ways to meet new people. Vamp up your social
media with the tips and trick from this issue.
Aspiring authors, we understand how frustrating it can be at times to try
to get your words on paper and out so the world can see. We aim to bring
you resources to help you get started and succeed.
Enjoy our many contest and games. We are constantly striving to bring you
the latest in Literary & Arts.
As always - Keep Writing. Keep Painting. Keep Designing. Keep living.
Until the next issue.
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Letters

to the

Editor
“I found the articles, tips and author interviews engaging to read.
I enjoyed discovering new-to-me
authors and books.”
~E. B.

We are so excited to know you
are enjoying our issue. We strive
to bring great interviews and
new authors to the forefront.
We love introducing new books
to our readers.
“I love the Cover Snapshots in
your magazine. I have seen quite a
few books I’ve never heard of, but
would love to buy.”
~J.W.
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That is
why we
created the Cover Snapshots, so
that our readers can be exposed
to new authors. It’s our on mini
catalog system for authors.

“The magazine is nery nice. Laid
out well. Very professional and
classy. Also very informative. Good
Job!”
~Paper Chase Pubications

We are so excited that you are
enjoying the magazine. We strive
to bring you great content and
interviews.

Aspiring Author Q&A
I want to publish my book, but I’m afraid. How do I know if I need a publisher or to self-publish?
___________________________________________________________________________
This is where research comes into play. All authors should research what they are getting in to before they do it. I know
it’s tough because most of the time you don’t know what to research and if the information you are researching is even
factual. Here are few tips we recommend:

Tip #1:

What am I looking for to get my book published? What is it that you want a publisher to do for you? Do you want the
publisher to have control of the work far as editing, book cover design, and all promotional aspects, or do you want to keep
some control over these things? Are you looking for a publisher who pays advances on your book, which generally means
you’ll lose control of your work and they will be over all the production to ensure they are doing what they must to get their
money back once the book releases. Are you in need of someone to guide you in publishing your book by offer services you can
utilize, and you keep 100% of the profit? Then you are seeking self-publishing solutions. Find out what you want and look up
companies that offer what it is you want. Look at their reviews. If they don’t have them ask for references. Also, follow the
companies you are interested in via their social media, website, and emailing list to get to know them better. Narrow your
results down to two or three and it should make you decision easier.

Tip #2:

Create a budget for your book. All books need a budget to start with and can be tweaked later. This will help you get financial figures, so you are not surprised or overwhelmed with cost. You don’t know where to start in creating a budget for
your book. Begin by posting that you are looking for a book cover designer, editor, publisher, typesetter, promoter, or graphic
designer and ask for recommendations. Speak with them and get their pricing and turnaround times. Again, follow them to
see what their interaction is like and get references on them. Taking these notes can help you get a ballpark figure as to what
services will cost, should cost, and if it’s something you can afford now or need a little more time to save for.
We want to continue to encourage you to follow your dreams and get your work out there, but take you time and get to
know who you are working with before you begin. Make sure you are comfortable with your decision. Take some time
to learn the publishing business. After all, once you have published your first book. You are now considered a business
owner and will have to file your earnings. Good Luck!
Ask your questions via our social media or email at strawberrylitmagazine@gmail.com
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Editer’s
Advice

GO LIVE!

With everything that’s going on right now with COVID-19, it’s
making getting out for events harder. If everything isn’t cancelled
or iffy, then it’s scary to get out altogether. Our advice to authors
is to host virtual parties and book launches. Create fun events
via a live social media feed for your readers so they can stay
connected with you.
Instagram, Facebook, and YouTube allow for great virtual experiences. Be creative. Host live chapter readings, book discussions,
contest/giveaways, or whatever you can think of to stay connected to your readers right from your living room. You only need your
phone or computer/laptop to get started.
So far, we’ve seen how much success people are been having
with going live on their social media. Celebrities are utilizing this
tool and we as authors can do so as well. Vlog and make a video
diary. Your readers are always interested in what it is you are doing or are planning to do. Get up & record.
Tag us @strawberrylitmagazine #strawberrylitmagazine.
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ty Image Award’s Community Advocacy Award,
The African-American Network’s Woman of Distinction Award and the Monroe County Image Award’s
Media Excellence Award for Sistah Chat, how has
these accomplishments affected your destiny?
DC: I truly believe I am living within the fullness of
my destiny and this, in itself, is a fulfilling realization.
But most of all I am humbled by the recognition that

“No stress no mess
is the motto I live by.”
the programs I design, develop and deliver, around
women’s empowerment, are recognized as a valuable
resource that makes a significant difference to not just
women, but also our men, children and communities.
I believe it is time for people of African-descent, in
particular, to get focused and stay focused on what
SLM: You have published 5 titles, Founder and Cois necessary to achieve the quality of life we all dehost of Sistah Chat Radio, LLC, Creator and Spiritual
sire and deserve. Getting and staying focused and
Coach of Embrace the V.O.W (Voice Of Wisdom) lifeblocking out any destructive noise we encounter from
skills program. Right now, you look like Superwomfamily, friends, co-workers and other outside sourcan. How do balance it all?
es, is imperative to our achieving both individual and
co-collective success. “Weeeeeze free” and until we
DC: Believe me it’s not easy. My creative energy defistart acting in sync with this reality, the majority will
nitely keeps me hopping… LOL! Sometimes I feel like
only continue to eXperience lack, want and need rather
standing on top of this mountain I live on here in the
than outcomes that enhance the quality of our lives.
Pocono Mountains, PA and just screaming… especially
when dealing with the challenges of helping my daughter
SLM: Where can readers find you on social media?
to raise my four grandchildren. Believe me, prayer, medication, and lots of deep-breathing eXercises help me to
DC: There are so many social media venues that if I
get through it all. And when necessary, I back away from
focused on them all I would really end up a nut case,
everyone and everything so I can regain my equilibrium
LOL. So I have chosen Facebook as my primary soand composure, LOL. No stress no mess is the motto I
cial media vehicle. For anyone seeking to connect with
live by.
me, my Facebook link is https://www.facebook.com/
deborah.cofer.
SLM: You have won several awards. Among them
are the Susan B. Anthony Award received for your
SLM: What is the name of your last book you redesign and development of Harlem, New York’s first
leased?
women’s wellness program, Pocono Film Festival’s
Advocate For a Better America Award, Monroe Coun20 STRAWBERRY-LIT

DC: I was a contributing member of an anthology
recently published by Shar-Shey Publishing entitled
Live, Laughter, Love. My literary contribution is entitled Live Fully and Fabulously… In the Moment.

powerful energy they need to transform their lives in ways
that support continued personal and professional growth.
SLM: What do you hope readers gain from reading it?

SLM: Who are some of your favorite authors and
why?

DC: Sistah Power is designed to engage, encourage
and inspire readers to think on a higher level, assess
the value of what they have been conditioned to believe
DC: I love Maya Angelou and truly understand her
and, hopefully, begin their own process to transitioning in
book “I know Why the Caged Bird Sings.” During my ways that support new and more empowering outcomes
childhood years I felt like a “caged bird,” enduring and and personal satisfaction. Those who choose to do the
struggling to survive incest and rape. With a burning internal house-cleaning required, will gradually begin to
determination to survive raging in my soul and a spirit discover a greater sense of self and a level of freedom
that was struggling to soar, I made it through these
they never had before. Becoming one’s authentic self is,
emotionally debilitating eXperiences. Once I came ful- definitely, a grueling process. But it is one of the greatest
ly into the realization that life, as an adult, was totally transformations any human-being will ever eXperience.
on me and up to me and that my eXperiences didn’t
And for those who are wondering… my capital X throughdefine who I am… I began doing the deep introspec- out my books and writings serve as a symbolic message

DEBORAH

COFER

tive work required to fully connect to my God center
and, oh what an incredible eXperience this has been.
Ultimately, the self-work I began and continue to do to
this day led to the discovery of my true purpose and
power at age 47… almost 20 years ago. Since then,
there has been no stopping me. Marianne Williamson
is also an author whose spiritual writings has helped
me to discover the vastness of the power God has
given me. Her book “A Woman’s Worth” began both
my awakening and journey to higher spiritual growth
and self-awareness.
SLM: What is your latest book about?
DC: My last self-published book is entitled Sistah
Power which provides readers with the ability to do
some self-work to clear out the clutter and negative
energy they might be housing within them as a result
of past and even current eXperiences. The goal is to
help others to become inheritors of the positive and

DEDICATED
DETERMINED
DELIBERATE

to remind readers to always X-out any negativity that
seeps into their lives in many unsuspecting and often
insidious ways. My literary contribution in Live, Laughter,
Love provides 18 power-points on Living Fully and Fabulously… In the Moment.
SLM: As if we need to ask, but what is next for Deborah?
DC: I just designed an internet radio program for a group
of dynamic women, that includes my daughter as one of
the co-hosts entitled The Ladies Room that premiered on
Sunday, February 16, 2020 on www.Gynesisradio.com.
The show airs every Sunday from 2 – 3 p.m. and can also
be viewed on Facebook on our The Ladies Room Public
Page. At 66 I think I have done my share. So in August
of this year, I’ll be moving to North Carolina to focus on
living the remainder of my “golden years” as just a savvy,
sexy and simply sensational senior. LOL
STRAWBERRY-LIT 21

COLLEEN
Williams

Caring Authentic, Inspirational

SLM: Your book title “STOP” is about your personal experiences. What do you hope
readers gain from this book?
Colleen: I hope they know that anytime they feel something is not right they need to put a STOP
to it. Sexual abuse or domestic violence. If a man or woman is treating you wrong you and you
know you deserve better don’t stay get up and leave.
SLM: Your story is inspiring. Where do you get your
strength from?
Colleen: My strength comes from God. I think about Job in the bible. He went through so much and was still able to trust God. I know
I will not get anywherewomen’s and complained so I got up and did
something about it. I had to push through if I wanted better.
SLM: How does your book, STOP, differ from other books
in its genre?
Colleen: A lot of people know me they are in my face everyday and
they have no idea what I have been through. My book is really me
it’s my experience on this earth it’s different because when you look
at me and see what I have been though and how I made it through
it will inspire you to do the same. I want to make sure when you finished this book you would get up and take action like I did.
SLM: You wrote your story around your abuse, why did you
feel now was the right time to tell your story?
Colleen: I know it’s the right time because anything that is not
coveredm won’t heal. I needed to heal myself, my abuse went from sexual and jumped to physical,
mental, verbal and emotional abuse. I had to heal I didn’t want to keep blaming or hurting the
people who didn’t hurt me. Only God knows when the time is and I feel I made the right choice.
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SLM:What inspired you to become a published author?
Colleen: I knew I had a story to tell and I needed the world to hear my
story. If I can change one person’s life then I did my job. if I can help
someone walk away from an abusive relationship I did my job.
SLM: What’s next for Colleen?
Colleen: Moving out of Boston (that’s where most of my abuse happened) I know I can never heal in the same place I was hurt. My t-shirt
line Stop movements is launching in a few months. “STOP Movement
Tees is a lifestyle company committed to celebrating men and women
who have survived domestic violence relationships. I aim to uplift and
inspire them that they too can get out and stay out while thriving to a
place of happiness.”
SLM: What have you learned throughout the process of publishing your book?
Colleen: I am not alone in this fight I was not the only one who went
through what I went through.
SLM: I see you’re from Trinidad. How has thing been for you
since coming to the states?
Colleen: I dealt with sexual abuse in Trinidad coming to the states was
where all the other abuse occurred. But being in the us I was able to connect with people like myself. I was able to get help from my past. I went
back to Trinidad a few times and talked to the women about my story
and let them know the steps I took. Let them know not to keep it a secret
let someone know so they can get help.
SLM: Who are some of your favorite authors and why?
Colleen: To be honest I only read inspirational books like Joel Osteen,
Joyce Myers, TD Jake’s I only read books to inspire me to get better and
stronger.
SLM: What was the most difficult part of writing your story?
Colleen: Reliving it. Many times I had to stop and read it over. I read
the book out loud to myself and I cried just to see what I went through in
life. Till today I still can’t believe that these men who once claimed they
loved me yet tried to kill me. The painful part is now over. I have been
married to my husband for 8 months. He fixed my brokenness he helps
me to heal on a daily basis he showed me that there is really Joy after
pain. And not all men are the same.
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SLM: Your PEN name is Complex Angel, where did the inspiration come from behind that name?
NW: I was inspired to name myself Complex Angel because I’ve always considered myself a very complex person, from
the way that I think to the way that I write my words. When I think of the word complex and the definition, it comes off as
something very complicated to me but its worth getting through the challenge. Over the past 3 years since I moved to the
East Coast, I’m learning that I’m capable of overcoming challenges that I never thought I could. I’ve always wanted my
books to teach others so I decided to write from a realistic point of view to where readers can’t avoid the truth that’s staring
them right in their face. Angel came into play because people always looked at me and saw such an innocent person but
I’m far from it. As a shy little girl I didnt realize I had people around me who were threatened by my bold attitude, bold personality that I showed when I was angry, and how big my dreams were in life. I decided to stop dimming my light for them.
My mission as Complex Angel is to show people who they are and hope that they can love the good and the ugly parts of
themselves because living in your truth is so free.
SLM: Your book “No Apologies” is about domestic violence as a mental addiction. Why was it so important to
use it in that context?
NW: I wrote No Apologies from an addiction perspective to educate people on why a victim stays. People are very quick
to judge someone before really getting to the root of the problem. Being in an abusive relationship made me realize that
I had deeply rooted issues and I was looking for a broken man to love me more than I could love myself. Falling in love
with his brokennes made me addicted to
the fact that he needed me. I had attachment issues and my mentality was that if I
do whatever he wants and give him what
he needs, he won’t leave me. I picked up
on the behavior I saw the females in my
family do, where they would forget about

NATASHA

their dreams and make their whole life about a man who wasn’t worthy of their time. When you allow someone toxic to
control your mind, it comes from the fact that you’ve been used to others controlling your mind way before that abusive
relationship you got in. The love life you display to your kids is going to be their future...ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT!
SLM: Your podcast “Self Love is my Rehab” airs where and what are some things we can expect to hear when
listening?

NW: Self Love is My rehab is a podcast where we get real and raw about the life issues we struggle with within oursleves
and the relationships around us from topics like dysfunctional familes, to what an unhealthy vs. healthy relationship looks
like within yourself.You can go on blogtalkradio.com/myskinismysin to find the Self Love is My Rehab episodes. They are
also available on spotify, iTunes, and google play podcast to name a few. My co-host DC and I, we started on Anchor under
our own platform then after 5 episodes Joseph Boyd picked us up, said we had a dope podcast and he wanted to add us
to his family...its been running smoothly ever since.
SLM: What makes your story of domestic violence different from the many other stories published to date?
NW: No Apologies shows people the toxic ways within themselves or other toxic people they have around them. It gives
a clear visual to what soul ties and generational curses look like.
SLM: You’re a published author and host of a podcast, what else is in store for Natasha?
NW: More books of course, I hope to become a consistent motivational speaker about generational curses and be the
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Passionate
Unique
Bold

WILLIAMS
voice of changing that because so many people (in my opinion)
are living like dead corpses in this world because they aren’t
living in their true identity. Last but not least, I hope to turn Self
Love is My Rehab into an agency one day to restrengthen the
broken homes in families around the wold.
SLM: Since publishing your book, what is the most memorable thing that has happened relating to your book and
yourself as an author?
NW: I’ve learned more about myself as a person just from doing interviews for the book, I’ve been given an opportunity to
speak at the Sharnel Williams Luncheon in May called YOU
ARE NOT ALONE. I’m so excite and plus the opportunity to be
in the Strawberry Lit Magazine.. I’m just honored and staying
humble as the blessings keep coming my way.

SLM: Who are some of your favorite authors and why?
NW: Takerra Allen and Miasha are two of my favorite authors.
Takerra Allen words are so powerful and she knows how to
make you fall in love with every male love interest in her books.
Miasha writes with twists and turns and knows how to keep you
addicted to turning the pages.

Follow Natasha “Complex Angel” Williams:
IG: Complex_Angel90
FB: Natasha Williams
FB Group page: Self Love Is My Rehab

STRAWBERRY-LIT 27

Book review
TWO HOT MAMAS: CAJUN DELIGHT
by Trudy Robicheaux
If you have not gotten your copy of this book, then you are truly missing
out on a 5 Star read. This story takes
place in Port Bluff, Louisiana, a fictitious town, and it holds back no bars
on its southern roots. The detailing
of this town will have you feeling and
believing you have been there before.
The characters and scenes in this story
are well developed.
Trudy tells a tale of two sisters who
find themselves deep in a murder
investigation to prove their innocence.
After Bette and Elvy Deaville open up
a restaurant in Port Bluff, they find a
dead body at their doorstep only hours
after one of the sisters and the victim
have a public argument. This murder
will have you questioning every as all
things are not what they seen, and everyone is not who they pertray to
be.
Two Hot Mamas takes you on a roller coaster ride of your life as all
fingers point to them. I was hooked from the first page and I’m sure you
will be too.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------ONE FREE ENTRY
TWO HOT MAMAS: CAJUN DELIGHT
by Trudy Robicheaux
Paperback
Name __________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Visit our website at www.strawberrylitmagazine.com/giveaway to enter for your chance to win a
paperback copy of TWO HOT MAMAS: CAJUN DELIGHT. Open June 1, 2020 to August 31, 2020.
Winner will be announced in the Strawberry-Lit Magazine Literary Community at www.strawberrylitmagazine.com/forum
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LaQueisha
Malone

Who is LaQueisha Malone?

Many people know LaQueisha Malone, the author, but not many people know LaQueisha Malone the person.
For the past 12 years, I have consumed myself with being an author and never really explored the many
things that interest me. One thing that interest me is people. I love getting to know new people and learning
who they are and where they come from. I did a little modeling, which I still have a passion for. I love everything about it, the hair, the makeup, the clothes, the photos. Being able to transform and be anyone you want
was always interesting to me. I love family. They are the most important thing to me. I feel that family keeps
you grounded and connected when everything from the outside gets hectic. I am a motivator. I love to motivate
and encourage people to follow thier dreams. I tell my friends you’re ever stuck and some encouragement,
call me I got you.

What is one of your most memorable moments?
Beside having my daughter, one of the moments I think is memorable is when I went to Atlanta to the AAMBC
Awards back in 2015. I was nominated for the Poet of the Year Award and I honestly went thinking I would not
win, and I ended up winning. I had so much fun there. I realized then that I enjoyed traveling and would love
to do more of it. That is something that is definitely in my very near future to do more traveling. Yes, so Atlanta
would be my most memorable moment.

Do you have any regrets?
Oh, God, yes. My biggest regret in life is not knowing love sooner. I don’t believe I’ve truly giving to myself. I
have settled so much because I was afraid, I couldn’t be accepted with everything that I wanted in life, and I
had to give things up to be happy. As I’ve gotten older, I understand that love starts with self. I want to encourage you guys to find love within yourself and be truly happy with every decision that you make, because at the
end of the day you must live with the outcome: GOOD OR BAD.

Bounce Back All 2020, is the theme for this issue. What does that mean to you?
Bounce back all 2020 for me means taking every obstacle and challenge in life and spinning it. Come out of
it on the other side plentiful. New ideas, new adventures, a new layer of self. I know that COVID-19 entered
2020 and messed up a lot of plans but utilize this isolation to step back a reflect. Begin working and researching that big idea you had. I feel that everyone stated that this year would be their year, and in so many ways
I think that this year is everyone’s year…to step back reflect and prioritize their lives, so that in the end this
year will be their year of growth. How can one grow if they can’t stop and look around them? See through a
different set of lenses.
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When are you going to
release a new book?
I get asked this question so much.
I will be the first to apologize to all
my readers for the delay. I have
several books in the works and a
few that are complete. I have been
distracted for a few years, but I am back.
I will publish a few books very soon. I
have been participating in a few
anthologies, which I find that I love. My
next two releases are a Young Adult Fiction
and a Christian Drama Fiction novel

What is next for LaQueisha?
Pursuing happiness daily and taking my spiritual connection with God to higher heights. I
want to find myself using all the gifts and talents that He placed in me. I have a few business ventures I am planning. I can’t say just
yet what they are, but I am really excited to be
doing what I love. I have books, so many more
books to publish. I have thought about getting
into film, but we shall see about that one.

What would you tell aspiring
authors?
I would tell aspiring authors to go for it. Don’t be
afraid to research and go after your dreams no
matter what they are. Write to your hearts content and don’t worry about who won’t like it. Tell
your stories your way and the right people will
love it. Never be intimidated by the opinions of
others. True happiness comes from being your
true, authentic self. Pray and allow God to use
you.

Connect with LaQueisha Malone
IG: @laqueishamalone
FB: @laqueishamalone
TW: @laqueishamalone
www.laqueishamalone.com
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Publisher’s takEover
Winn Publications LLC launched in January of 2018 and
became an LLC in February of 2020. Starting out with
offering solutions to self-publishers as well as tips and
tricks to help them succeed. Arilia Winn has since expended her horizons. She now offers solutions to small
business and ambitious individuals via her lifestyle blog
misswinn.com .
To win means a plethora of things, but in this case, to
win means to level up. To win means to take the necessary steps towards victory. While Arilia believes that a
winner lives within everyone, she believes that some of
us just need that extra push to get there.

Winn Publications LLC is just that, that extra push that
you need to get from where you are to where you want
to be as an author.
Whether you want to see an increase in your number of
Readers thus an increase in revenue, she’s got you covered. OR maybe you want to publish a book, but don’t
know how. She’s got you covered too. There are so many
other destinations and no matter what it is, chances are
she can help get you there.
Arilia is the owner and operator of Winn Publications
and is working on building team.
Connect with Winn Publications, LLC:
IG: winnpublications.llc
FB: WinnPublications
www.winnpublications.com
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AUTHOR’S BAG
Giveaway

OVER
$75

WORTH

OF PRIZES

WIN Prizes from our Author’s Bag Giveaway at www.strawberrylitmagazine.com/summer-giveaway

<-N o A p o l o g i e s :
3 L u c k y R e a d e r s w ill w in t h is
b o o k b y C o m p le x A n g e l.

F o r g i v e B r a c e l e t : 3 L u c k y R e a d e r s w ill w in t h e s e
b r a c e le t s fro m P a s t o r A le e c h e a P it t s .

->T h e L e a r n i n g T r e e :
9 L u c k y R e a d e r s w ill w in t h e
c h ild re n ’s b o o k T h e L e a r n in g T re e
a b o u t t h e K a n g a ro o n a m e d J o e y .

<-R e b u i l d i n g Y o u r L i f e :
4 L u c k y R e a d e r s w ill w in
t h is a n t h o lo g y o f t r u e s t o r ie s b y v a r io u s a u t h o r s .

->A W a l k I n M y S h o e s :
4 L u c k y R e a d e r s w ill w in
a p a p e r b a c k o r k in d le
v e r s io n o f A W a lk In M y
S h o e s . To s p e c ify w h ic h
v e r s io n y o u w a n t p u t
(K ) o r (P ) a f t e r t h e t it le .

<-N o W h e r e G i r l :
2 L u c k y R e a d e r s w ill w in t h e
n o v e l N o W h e re G ir l.

To win a prize from our Author’s Bag visit www.strawberrylitmagazine.com/summer-giveaway and fill out the Rafflecopter form. In the
comments you can list your top three prizes you would like to win. Entry is open June 1, 2020 to August 31, 2020. Some prizes will gifted by
the author themselves. Please allow 3-4 weeks for your prize to arrive.
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Marketing Tips 101:
For many new and aspiring authors, marketing their books can sometimes feel intimidating and overwhelming. Here are a few tips that could help when marketing your book.

1. Website

You can create a stunning website for a very inexpensive price.

A website is the HOME of an author. A basic website can include the following a
Home page, Book/Shop page, & Blog page.
Your Home page should tell the readers who you are as an author (Bio), include a
photo, and contact information (such as email, facebook, instagram, & twitter handlers, or a contact form. Your Book/Shop page should include all your books and
merchandise. Your Blog page can be used to record your thoughts, upcoming projects, and whatever you want your readers to know more information about.
A website can be created for free and most hosting sites have templates that can be
used where you plug in your information and photos. Hosting sites such as Wix.com,
Weebly.com, GoDaddy.com, Square.com are great sites to begin.

2. Know Your Audience

As an author, it is important to know your audience. As much as we want our book
to be for everyone in the world, the truth of the matter is your book is for your target audience. I KNOW. I KNOW.
Your target audience should continuously grow. When writing a story you should
always know who you are writing for. That should be your targeted audience as you
grow it from there.
Before publishing your book, find out where your target audience loves to hang out
and who they are. Word of mouth, promoting on varies platforms, and in this digital
age creating an online presence can help you reach your targeted audience.
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Authors

to know

KELLIJO SMITH is an author, poet, & blogger. A

Pennsylvania native, she has interviewed several
New York Times best-selling authors in addition to
self-published her novels, ‘Drive Us Asunder’, &
‘Confessions Of Monogamy’. She is an avid reader, model, & professional dancer with a passion
for child advocacy. She currently resides in
Atlanta, Georgia.
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Authors

to know

TERESA HOWELL aspires to be more than just the

average Christian Author, which can be noted in
her writing style. Teresa’s literary path is inspired
by her faith, family, and close friends. July 2015
she put her experiences and observations on paper, and her first novel That Church Life was born.
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Authors

to know

KF JOHNSON is a Queens, NY native residing

in Atllanta, GA. She’s the empress of romantic,
murder, suspense. With her fan base cheering for
more, this mother & wife has blossomed into a
witty & cunning author, penning spicy, realistic &
deadly tales to remember.

42 STRAWBERRY-LIT

Authors

to know

JORDAN BELCHER Nominated AAMBC 2014

AUTHOR OF YEAR, the Felony Books founder,
establishes himself as a talented Urban Fiction
writer. He is the author of the critically acclaimed
STATUS series.
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POETRY CORNER
The Stranger I Thought Was You
I walked towards you, and you stepped aside.
I look directly at you, and you closed your eyes.
I smiled, and you smiled back.
Finally! A response.
I thought there was a difference in the way you act.
I preceded a hug, and you held up your guard.
Speaking to you today is hard.
So I use my body language
just to appeal to your desire.
You began to dodge me.
What happened to the fire?
____________________

LaQueisha Malone is a two-time
Award-Winning Author of poetry,
Young Adult, and Adult Fiction.
Writing has always been a part of her
life. She began writing fiction stories and
poetry about the age of 13. It was her
way of coping with everyday situations.
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The closer I get to you the more distant you become.
I can’t understand where these actions are coming from.
I rubbed my eyes to get a clear view.
There’s definitely something wrong with you.
I figured out why we just couldn’t align our angle.
I can see clearly now, it wasn’t you.
It was a stranger.

COVER Snapshots
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COVER Snapshots
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COVER Snapshots
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COVER Snapshots
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COVER Snapshots
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COVER Snapshots
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Pastor Aleechea: To understand forgiveness and
process their feelings in a healthy and constructive manner to heal from past hurts and move on
from negativity.
SLM: What was the emotional attachment
to writing your book? What were the most
memorable parts you wrote?

Pastor Aleechea: The emotional attachment to
writing my book was my own personal experiences with real life lessons. The most memorable
part I wrote was in regards to being betrayed
because it was the hardest to get over.
SLM: What advice would you offer an aspiring author who is struggling to write their
story?
Pastor Aleechea: If you are struggling to write
your story, get it down on paper. You can write
10 minutes a day or in spurts.

Humble, Servant & Instrument

Pastor Aleechea Pitts

SLM: As an Author, Pastor, Speaker, & Mentor what is your
aspiration?
Pastor Aleechea: God is my aspiration for being an author,
pastor and mentor. Spirituality changed my life.

SLM: Your book is encouraging people to forgive. How important is it for you that people understand that concept?
Pastor Aleechea: It is important for people to understand the
concept of forgiveness because with forgiveness comes freedom
and healing.
SLM: What can you tell us about your book “Let It Go for
Your Sake! Forgive!”?

Pastor Aleechea: It is an easy to follow guide that will help you
to apply concepts of forgiveness to every area of your life.
SLM: What do you hope readers gain from reading you
book?
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SLM: Where can readers find you on social
media?

Pastor Aleechea: They can go to my website
aleecheapitts.com where they can get a free
e-book on how to apologize. I’m also on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and I have a YouTube
channel as well.

SLM: Who are some of your favorite authors
and why?
Pastor Aleechea: Maya Angelou and Langston
Hughes were not only people of color, activist
but great poets. I also like Alice Walker, who is
not only a woman of color but a social activist
who wrote the novel, The Color Purple. Enough
said.

PUBLISHING HACKS:

PUBLISH ON MULTIPLE PLATFORMS
Recently, many authors were hit hard by Amazon snatching books off their platform left
and right. All this happened without warning to authors and publishers. Sales were hurt
tramendously. This is why it’s important to get to know your target audience and publish
on mutliple platforms. If you’re only publishing on Amazon then you are leave the Nook,
iBooks, & Kobo/Walmart eBook readers in the dark about discovering one of your great
reads.
Amazon has created a huge platform that makes it easy for author to get published and gain
lots of revenue. It is important to know that they are not the only source of income and revenue. Amazon has an exclusive deal under the KDP Select and Kindle Unlimited packages
of their program. One of the biggest stipulations to having your ebook participate in those
programs is having your ebooks exclusive to Amazon only. An author would not be allowed
to sale their ebooks on any other platform including on your own website. If it is found true
that your ebook is sold under any of platform besides Amazon they have the right to pull
your books and suspend/terminate your account.
That is whu it’s important to spread yourself and your work out to many platforms so when
one platform is not working you will still have other platforms that could be selling. We understand that utilizing all that Amazon has to offer as an author, but that also leave a huge
space for error and delays. Try these platforms below to get your book to more readers.

Nook, Kobo/Walmart eBooks, Draft2Digital, Smashwords, Kindle, iTunes/iBooks
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WIN

Directions: Personality Adjectives are adjectives used to describe a person and their
character or personality. Below there are 27 personality adjectives hidden in this Word
Search. The words are diagonal, horizontal, vertical, forward, and backwards. Enter to
win a $100 Barnes&Nobles eGift Card by finding at least 21 words.
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———————————————————————————
Upload this Word Search to www.strawberrylitmagazine.com/word-search-upload or email
strawberrylitmagazine@gmail.com

You can also email a Word Doc with the list of words you have found to be entered for your chance to win.
Participant must be 18+ or older to enter. Giveaway only valid June 1, 2020 12:00AM to August 31, 2020 11:59PM. Any
entries after that date are disqualified. $100 will be awarded as a Barnes&Nobles eCard. Email entry to strawberrylitmagazine@gmail.com
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follow us:
strawberrylit_magazine

strawberrylitmag

POST THE FIRST LINE OF YOUR BOOK...
@jushelle: “Whose baby is this?”
@juvaalexander: Physical beauty, a people pleasing mentally, low self-esteem,
poor self-worth and the fear of lack were
the perfect ingredients which created my
destructive lifestyle.

@empresscolleen: “I’m not going to keep
turning my head and not say a worse or
pretend I don’t see. That woman laying on
the floor she could have been me.”

@laqueishamalone: Deshay sat nervously at the little round table in the corner of
Starbucks, which was her favorite spot to
visit every morning before her shift at Say
N’ Salon.

@jmbenjamin: “The first shot slammed

into his chest like a sledgehammer...” On
The Run With Love- @jmbenjamin

@crown_k_enterprizes: “Hello, this is

your 911 dispatcher, Glades. What can
I...” The calming voice of the dispatcher
mid-sentence was abruptly interrupted.

@laqueishamalone: “Nalah Moore?” A

voice called out through the crowd of parishioners.

@author_ellab: I paced back and forth

along the side of my bed. The plush carpet tickled my toes with each step I made.
-Beautifully Chaotic, 2020 Summer
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@authorhezzy: As she watched Z walk

back into the club Mia couldn’t believe what
she had just done...

@sljackson: All sunny days ain’t so bright

eajjenk: My life has been nothing short of a
catastrophe...

@eajjenk: My life has been nothing short
of a catastrophe...

@complex_angel90: I’ve tried to smoke

him out of my thoughts but every inhale
and exhale just made me realize how much
he’ll always be a part of me.

@jodaeanovels: “It wasn’t going to be a
good day and Fiona could tell.”

@apryl_the_author: 911 What is your
emergency?

@author_shmel_carter: “Tugg!” I

screamed as I walked up my driveaway and
saw the yellow notice in the door. She fell
for a boss available on Amazon

@authorchimiahillburton: My eyes are

closed as I think to myself, “It does not
matter how much lenth of time goes by; I
still love him. -Beautiful & Hero available
on Amazon.

@ajarofbooks: Tonight ends the way most

of her nights do. -Handkerchief (soon to be
released)

Julie Thomas
What is the title of your book?

What is your favorite part of your book?

The book is titled ‘The Women Who Answered Gods Call’. It’s
a rather special project of mine, because it deals with the sisterhood of women in Christ and it reminds us where we came
from and should be going.

My favorite part of the book is the message part for example
when it talks about the older women teaching younger women
how to live the way God wants them to.

What is your book about?
‘The Women Who Answered Gods Call’ is about our sisterhood
with our first sisters back then and where we are women today
and what we should be doing.
When did you publish your first book and why?
This isn’t my first book I had published, but my third. The second book, ‘The Legacy of Christ’ was my first Christian book and
at that time I felt that we all needed to get in touch with Christ
more.
What do you hope readers will gain from reading your
book?
I hope women will look at the book and gain a sense of selfworth and love for God and themselves.
How does your book differ from other books in its genre?
This book is different it has a place in my heart and that its close
to Gods heart and women need the love that is in the message
of the book.

What inspired you to become a published author?
What inspired me to become a published author was God because he gave the talent and then my college teachers.
What’s next for Julie Thomas?
Some people may ask what’s next for me I’m going to work on
my women ministry programs, METRO DETROIT WOMEN TEA,
and my next book.
What is your aspiration in life?
My aspirations come from a higher source, and God but also
from other women making things happen like Lorreta Landrum
and Regina Nevels.
Where can readers find you on social media?
People wanting to know about me can visit my Facebook page
the legacy of Christ, and go to www.Womenforgod232.net
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